
Comparison of ePortfolio tools.  

There are many commercial ePortfolio platforms available, a number of which were reviewed in 
conjunction with the Learning Technology Department in UCC. The main ePortfolio tools that were 
assessed are summarised below. After careful consideration, the platform that seems to fit best with 
the requirements of Medicine, Pharmacy and Nursing is PebblePad.   

 

The ePortfolios considered during the ePrePP project - 

1. ARC - is free and supported by UCC. Currently used in the School of Nursing and 
Midwifery and being introduced in 2017 in the School of Medicine. ePortfolio 
capabilities are more limited than other tools considered. 

2. Max Exam - has a cost associated with it per exam. It was unclear how it would work 
with competencies, e-portfolio and as a resource store - the advantage is the project 
would get support from MaxExam team to set it all up and see how it works and no fee 
is incurred until the first exam. 

3. Liftupp – this again has a fee associated with. The set up in Liftupp is excellent and the 
Liftupp team were both knowledgeable and helpful, they have used it in a related 
academic setting and may be able to provide the best direct and related support. 
However one area that it was considered weaker than the other tools was in the area of 
flexibility in relation to content.   

4. Blackboard – while it has a reputation of being complex one of its advantages is that it is 
currently already in use in UCC and is free and people are familiar with it. It is not 
currently used everywhere (*i.e. in other Higher Education Institutes) – a ‘plug in’ that 
can work with different VLE’s is an option that should be considered. 

5. Halogen - has a cost associated and is not currently academic oriented – it is designed 
more for an employment environment. At the time of the review Halogen was not 
Smartphone compatible. 

6. Mahara – has a cost associated with it but is currently used by other academic 
institutions. It is open source so the concern that a developer may be required to get the 
ePortfolio up and running however you would end up with a unique product that would 
meet your specific needs.  

7. PebblePad – has ability to include competencies, allow students to self-reflect, peer 
review and lecturers, tutors etc. to assess and comment. It is a very professional and 
polished system and it has great capabilities. Cost wise it costs 20 euro per student per 
year, however if the student has been a member for their undergraduate 
degree/masters they can become lifelong members hereafter. 

 
For a complete list ePortfolio tools available on the market please look at the following Epac 
address: 
http://epac.pbworks.com/w/page/12559686/Evolving%20List%C2%A0of%C2%A0ePortfolio-
related%C2%A0Tools. 
 

 

 

 

 



 


